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State Bar of Wisconsin Mission: We support our 
members in a dynamic and diverse society in  
delivering valued professional services,  
promoting access to justice, and pursuing  
professional satisfaction.  
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Building a Legacy, One Leader at a Time: Ralph 

Cagle left an indelible impression on the legal 

profession in Wisconsin, including by founding 

the State Bar of Wisconsin’s G. Lane Ware 

Leadership Academy (March 2024). 

Check out Larry Martin’s recent  

column in Wisconsin Lawyer™  

magazine: 

https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=3&ArticleID=30284
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From the desk of … 

Larry J. Martin, Executive Director 
 

 

 

The State Bar is once again hitting the road and heading to Wausau for the day on May 1 

with a complimentary program! Lawyers from 25 central and northeastern Wisconsin 

counties have been invited to connect with their colleagues, learn about the Lawyer  

Referral and Information Service (LRIS) and time-saving tips to manage referrals, succession planning, and 

hear what’s happening in the state legislature. Legislators from this part of the state are invited to attend a 

late afternoon networking session. 

 

For Wisconsin Lawyers Assistant (WisLAP) volunteers and those interested in lawyer mental health, there’s a 

WisLAP meet-up in the morning to discuss stressors and challenges facing lawyers and ideas for creating a 

healthier profession. 

 

The luncheon keynote speaker, the Hon. Thomas M. Hruz of the Wisconsin Court of Appeals District III, will 

be sharing Law Day comments. Attendees will also have the chance to meet and connect with State Bar 

President Dean Dietrich, myself, and Office of Lawyer Regulation (OLR) Director Timothy Samuelson. 

 

I’m excited to announce the State Bar is hosting an ABA Democracy Task Force Listening Session. The  

sessions, which are nonpartisan in nature, will focus on addressing the key issues facing our Democracy, 

such as trust in elections, election worker safety, improving public dialogue, and reducing polarization. 

Space is limited to encourage meaningful dialogue. Look for more information as the July event (Date TBD) 

draws closer. 

 

Please join us for the State Bar of Wisconsin’s 2024 Annual Meeting & Conference in Green Bay, June 19-21. 

In addition to the plethora of networking and social events, there will be over 20 breakout sessions  

covering timely topics like Artificial Intelligence, judicial guidance for young lawyers, and technology  

competence. Attendees can earn up to 11 CLE, EPR, LPM, and LAU credits. Don’t miss out. More details are 

on page 7. 

 

Finally, with summer just around the corner, I’m excited about our Rural Clerkship Pilot Program  

with the Marquette, U.W.-Madison, St. Thomas and Mitchell Hamline law schools. This program aims to  

expose students to the benefits of practicing law in rural Wisconsin. Students (1L and 2L) and employers 

have been recruited for a limited-term, full-time, paid summer employment opportunity. Read more about it 

on page 11. 
 

Please continue to stay well, and, as always, ever forward! 

Larry 
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On the Road Again 

2024: Wausau 

Jefferson Street Inn 

Wausau 

May 1, 2024 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting and  

Conference 2024 

Ki Convention Center 

Green Bay 

June 19-21 

Healthy Minds in the, 

Legal Profession 2024  

Runs various dates  

April 10-May 29 

In-person CLE Seminars/Events Webcast Replays 

Step-by-Step Estate 

Planning II 2024 

Runs various dates  

April 17-Dec. 13 

Next Board of Governors’ Meeting 

June 19, 2024, Hyatt Regency, Green Bay 

Upcoming Events 

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=sa9012
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=sa9012
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ma0740
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ma0740
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3624
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3624
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3591
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3591
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PINNACLE Books Update 
 

 

 

State Bar of Wisconsin PINNACLE
®

 is offering five new area-of-practice library collections in BooksUn-

Bound™. Featuring eight titles each, these curated libraries include Family Law; Criminal Law; Civil Litigation; 

Estate, Probate, and Elder Law; and Real Estate Law. Explore these cost-conscious alternatives in the full 

Books UnBound library. Available online only. 

 

PINNACLE is releasing its 2024 codebooks. Eight codebooks are available now, including Wisconsin Family 

Code and Related Statutes and Rules and the Wisconsin Civil Litigation Codebook. Additional releases are 

planned for April and May. These handy resources, which highlight important statutes and regulations, are 

available in print only. 

 

The newly revised sixth edition of Advising Older Clients and Their Families, Vol. I, will be available in print 

and online in April.  

 

Questions? Contact Attorney Editor Kristi Lemanski. 

 

 

 

 

 

Educate: We’re Developing Skilled Legal Professionals 

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0007_sub-books-unbound-family-law-library/c-25/c-80/p-17676#17676
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0010_sub-books-unbound-criminal-law-library/c-25/c-80/p-17678#17678
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0005_sub-books-unbound-civil-litigation-library/c-25/c-80/p-17674#product-detail-description
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0006_sub-books-unbound-elderestate-planning-library/c-25/c-80/p-17675#product-detail-description
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/al0008_sub-books-unbound-real-estate-library/c-25/c-80/p-17677#product-detail-description
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/al0001_sub-books-unbound-complete-library/c-25/p-17654#17654?
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0428e24-wis-family-code-and-related-statutes-2024-(fy24)/c-25/c-80/p-34933#34933
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0428e24-wis-family-code-and-related-statutes-2024-(fy24)/c-25/c-80/p-34933#34933
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0433e24-wis-civil-litigation-codebook-2024-(fy24)/c-25/c-80/p-35098#35098
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/books/ak0004-advising-older-clients-their-families-v1/c-25/c-80/p-16557#16557
mailto:Kristi%20Lemanski%20%3cklemanski@wisbar.org%3e
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Step by Step Estate Planning I, 2024 

This CLE webcast covers will-drafting, estate and gift taxes, trusts, powers of attorney, marital property  

agreements, and more. Save your spot today on MarketPlace. 

 

Healthy Minds in the Legal Profession 2024 

Featuring internationally renowned neuroscientist Dr. Richard Davidson of the Center for Healthy Minds at  

U.W.-Madison, this PINNACLE program explores the essence of a healthy mind and addresses stressors  

faced by legal professionals. Go beyond general wellness advice; gain scientific insights and practical tools  

for balancing professional and personal well-being. Read more about this webcast seminar in InsideTrack.  

To register, visit MarketPlace. 

 

Ethical Technology Considerations  in the Law Office and Cybersecurity in the Law Office: Updates,  

Reasonable Precautions, and Technology Webcast: These programs, tailored for paralegals and  

attorneys, provide crucial updates on technology ethics and cybersecurity. Stay informed to protect your  

clients and firms while leveraging technology effectively. Learn more about both these programs on  

MarketPlace. 

 

Questions? Please contact Seminars Manager Tim Clark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3591
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/InsideTrack/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=16&Issue=5&ArticleID=30319
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3624
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3617
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3621
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/products?pid=ca3621
mailto:tclark@wisbar.org
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Annual Meeting & Conference Set For June 19-21 
 

Join more than 400 members of Wisconsin’s legal profession at the State Bar of Wisconsin’s 2024 Annual 

Meeting & Conference (AMC) in Green Bay at the Hyatt Regency Hotel and KI Conference Center, June 19-21. 

Conference Registration is open, visit amc.wisbar.org today!   

 

The AMC offers opportunities to connect, learn and relax with members of the bench and bar statewide. Last 

year, over 40 Justices, Court of Appeals Judges and Circuit Court Judges participated in various topics and  

social events. With almost 20 programs to choose from, this year’s breakout sessions cover relevant and  

timely topics including: 

 

• Cooks in the Kitchen: Law Development in the Wisconsin 

Court System 

• The Practical Applications of AI 

• Guidance From the Bench to Young Lawyers 

• Emotional Regulation: Advanced Understandings for  

      Elevating Your Practice    

• Representing Clients with Diminished Capacity in Litigation 

Take a Dive into Technology Competence

OPENING PLENARY: 

CLOSING PLENARY: 

“Communicate more Effectively: Power Moves to Increase Confidence and Influence“ presented by  

Communications Strategist Meg Bucaro. 

Special guests lead breakout sessions: 

• “Judicial and Expert Witness Perspectives on the Discovery of Electronically Stored Information” by      

           by former Wisconsin Court Appeals Judge Michael Fitzpatrick, Fitzpatrick ADR LLC 

• “Unconscious Bias” by Derek C. Mosley, Director of the Lubar Center for Public Policy Research and 

Civic Education at Marquette University Law School  

• “Five Important Wisconsin Legal Developments Affecting Women and the Women Lawyers who  

      Advanced Them” by Milwaukee Circuit Court Judge  Hannah Dugan 

• THC & FCC: “Tips, Tricks, and Take Aways for Handling Marijuana issues in Family Court and  

      Beyond” by Kenosha County Circuit Court Commissioner Elizabeth Pfeuffer 

 

The Thursday evening social event is in the Champions Club overlooking Lambeau Field, recently rated the 

most popular NFL Stadium in America.  

 

First-time attendees receive $100 off registration. Earn 11 CLE, EPR, LPM, and LAU credits on various topics, 

practice areas and experience levels. Earn an additional 7 credits watching complimentary webcast replays in 

July and August.   

https://www.wisbar.org/AMC/2024/Pages/Home.aspx
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Section Reports 
 

 

The Appellate Practice Section, in collaboration with PINNACLE, will host a CLE program, “Appellate Practice 

in District II 2024” on April 15 at the Ingleside Hotel. Section members are eligible for a discounted tuition 

rate. The CLE offers exclusive insight into the Wisconsin Court of Appeals District II directly from the  

judges. Topics include crucial pre-filing considerations, standards of review, jurisdictional matters, ensuring 

record completeness, navigating oral arguments, petitions for leave, and writs. 

 

The Bankruptcy Insolvency & Creditors’ Rights section held their Annual BICR Educational/Social Retreat at 

the American Club in Kohler on Feb. 29 and March 1. The retreat was a great success with about 150  

registered attendees.  

 

The Business Law Section launched their “Business 

Lawyer Starter Kit Series” with a virtual CLE titled 

“Wisconsin Entity Formation and Dissolution” on 

March 13. Led by Madeline Schmid and James 

Wawrzyn, the session aimed to equip new attor-

neys or those new to business law with essential 

knowledge for handling corporate practice  

challenges. The discussion covered fundamental 

aspects on the formulation and dissolution of  

Wisconsin corporations and LLCs. 

 

The Litigation Section partnered with  

Marquette Law School and U.W. Law School to 

host on-campus student events, offering insights 

into the litigation practice area. The Marquette 

events on Feb. 15 attracted 35 students and eight 

attorneys, while the U.W. event on Feb. 23 saw 30 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We’re Working Together for the Common Good 

Groups: We’re Working Together for the Common Good 
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The Labor & Employment Law and Business Law Sections are offering a virtual CLE, “Workplace Diversity,  

Equity and Inclusion: Recent Developments and Compliance with the Law.” Tammara Lovett, Nora Platt, 

and William Sulton will explore developments and legal compliance issues surrounding DEI programs and  

provide insight to best practices in the current legal environment. The CLE is set for Thursday, April 25 

from noon to 1:30 p.m.  

 

The Public Interest Law Section hosted two virtual “Lunch and Learn” CLE programs on Feb. 9 and March 8.  

The Feb. 9 session, “Ethical Issues Seen in Public Interest Law,” covered topics such as client confidentiality, 

duty to report, disclosing client incompetency, and the use of artificial intelligence. About 50 attendees  

participated. About 35 people attended the March 8 presentation on “An Overview of Student Loans:  

Public Service Loan Forgiveness,” addressing Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) and student loan re-

payment. Both events were free for section members. 

 

The Section Leaders Council will hold an orientation for incoming leaders at the State Bar Center on Friday, 

May 10, from 12:30 to 3 p.m. The orientation educates new section leaders about their roles and  

section board expectations. 

 

Division Reports 
 

 

The Government Lawyers Division is offering 

grant money to help members with no other  

financial means to pay for CLE tuition and travel. 

If you know of a government lawyer in need, 

contact Karen Beall at the State Bar at 

kbeall@wisbar.org. 

 

The Nonresident Lawyers Division held a recep-

tion for the Washington D.C. chapter on Feb. 15. 

The event allowed State Bar members in the area 

to gather for a reception hosted by the division.  

 

NRLD members potentially impacted by disasters 

in Michigan, California, and Washington in  

February received emails from the State Bar with 

offers of assistance through the Practice 411 and 

WisLAP programs. 

 

The Young Lawyers Division held their 14
th

 Annual Young Lawyers Conference on March 8 and 130  

members attended. Representatives of WisLAP, Practice411, LRIS, Fee Arbitration, Pro Bono  

Services, and Legislative Advocacy were present to inform members about available programs and  

benefits through their State Bar membership. The division partnered with the State Bar’s Diversity,  

Inclusion, and Oversight Committee and the Wisconsin Association of African-American Lawyers to  

sponsor the post-conference networking reception, facilitating connections with young lawyers, judges, 

and State Bar leadership. 

 

 

 

 

State Bar of Wisconsin Governor Tatiana Shirasaki takes a  

photo at the Young Lawyers Conference on March 8 at 

the Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center 

in Madison. (Photo: Shannon Green) 

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/cle-seminars/thursday%2c-april-25%2c-2024/c-25/c-78/p-34778#34778
https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/cle-seminars/thursday%2c-april-25%2c-2024/c-25/c-78/p-34778#34778
mailto:kbeall@wisbar.org
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  Committee Reports 

Diversity, Inclusion & Oversight Committee (DIOC) continues to support 

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Accessibility in the legal profession. 

 

The Diversity Clerkship Program conducted employer-student  

interviews on Feb. 29 for Milwaukee area employers and March 1 

for Madison area employers, using a lottery-style model. The  

interviews were highly successful, resulting in matches for Fiscal 

Year ‘24.  

 

Law Student Outreach: The State Bar is dedicated to 

familiarizing law students with the benefits, services, 

and opportunities for members, encouraging them 

to practice law in Wisconsin and engage with the 

State Bar upon graduation. Collaborations with stu-

dent organizations at both law schools facilitate 

events for students. 

 

 

The “Just the Facts” law student newsletter was distributed to  

students in February 2024. Top stories include “Tips for Students,  

”Rural Practice,” “Law Student Benefits,” and “Health and Wellness”  

in the Legal Profession.” 

 

  

 

 

Marquette Law School students 

joined Judge Kori Ashley and  

attorneys Jennifer Johnson, April 

Toy, and Brittani Miller for a  

professional etiquette event.  

Students learned about making 

proper introductions, Zoom/Teams  

etiquette, email/phone etiquette, 

dealing with conflict, networking, 

attire, and appropriate drinking and 

eating.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Professional Etiquette Event at Marquette Law School 

(Seated from left) Johnson, Toy, and Miller are Leadership Academy alum-

ni, while Ashley attended the Leadership Summit. (Photo: Jacque Evans). 

https://www.wisbar.org/aboutus/forlawstudents/Documents/Newsletter/February%202024%20Law%20Student%20Newsletter.pdf
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Bar Relations Committee 

State Bar Launches Rural Clerkship Program 
 

In a move to bolster legal opportunities in rural areas, the Rural Practice Subcommittee of the Bar Rela-

tions Committee launched a pilot program for the summer of 2024. The initiative will provide 16 first and 

second-year law students from Wisconsin and Minnesota law schools with limited-term, full-time paid 

summer employment opportunities. 

 

The State Bar worked with Wisconsin and Minnesota law 

schools to facilitate the connections between interested stu-

dents and employers. A total of 25 law students applied for 

the clerkship positions, with Marquette (12) and U.W. (11) law 

school students leading the applicant pool. St. Thomas and 

Mitchell Hamline law schools had one applicant each.  

 

Employer participants: 

 

• Bakke Norman, S.C., New Richmond 

• Jensen, Scott, Grunewald & Shiffler, Medford 

• Miller and Miller, LLC, Portage 

• Neuberger, Griggs, Sweet & Froehle, LLC, Watertown  

• Slaby Deda Law Offices, Phillips 

• Wilkinson Auction & Realty Company, Spring Green 

• Wisconsin State Public Defenders (10 positions) 

  - Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire, Elkhorn (2), Jefferson, Monroe, Portage, Shawano, Sheboygan, and  

       West Bend 

 

As word of this program spreads throughout rural Wisconsin, we are receiving more inquiries from  

employers looking for a clerk this summer. The State Bar will attempt to connect those employers to  

students who are still looking for an opportunity in rural Wisconsin.  

 

The State Bar will stay connected to the employers and students throughout the summer to gather  

information on improving and growing the program in future years. 

 

 
 

The State Bar Rural Practice Pilot Program 

begins in summer 2024 and features 16 first 

and second-year law students. 
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Advocate: We’re Advocating for Justice, Clients, the Legal System and Profession 

State Bar lobbyists worked on more than  60  different legislative 

initiatives on behalf of the State Bar and its lobbying sections 

this past legislative session. 
 

 

Judicial Security Package (2023 WI Act 234,  

2023 WI Act 235, and 2023 WI Act 236) 

Passed 

The legislature wrapped up the bulk of its work on March 

12, with a Senate session that saw the passage of a judi-

cial security package supported by the State Bar. The bills 

are designed to protect judicial privacy and to prevent 

acts of violence or intimidation from interfering with 

the judicial process. The bills were signed into law by 

Gov. Tony Evers on March 27.  

 

Expungement Reform (AB 37 and SB 38) 

Stalled 

Once again, expungement reform faced challenges in the Senate and failed to draw enough votes this  

legislative season.  

 

Domestic Asset Protect Trusts (SB 667) 

Vetoed 

SB 667, a bill to create domestic asset protection trusts, was jointly opposed by the Real Property, Probate, 

and Trust (RPPT; Family Law; and Bankruptcy, Insolvency, and Creditor’s Rights (BICR) sections. It is rare for 

three sections to oppose one bill. Despite this, the bill passed both legislative houses, prompting efforts 

from State Bar staff to encourage a gubernatorial veto. Gov. Evers vetoed the bill on March 29. 

 

Looking to the Future 

One of the biggest developments in state government this legislative season was the redrawing of   

Wisconsin’s legislative districts. New legislative maps and announced retirements in key legislative districts 

ensures that the next legislature will look substantially different from this one. This, in turn, could provide 

new opportunities for passing expungement reform and other State Bar supported criminal justice reform 

efforts. 

 

 

Gov. Tony Evers signed into law the Judicial Secu-

rity Package on March 27 at the Wisconsin State 

Capitol. (Photo: Devin Martin) 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/related/acts/234
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/related/acts/235
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/related/acts/236
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab37
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/proposals/reg/sen/bill/sb38
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/raw/proposal/2023/-4358
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/related/journals/senate/20240329/_271
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Pro Bono Program: Wisconsin Equal Justice Conference Set for April 26 

The Wisconsin Equal Justice Conference, a biennial program sponsored by the Legal Assistance Committee, 

is April 26, 2024. The program is a full day, virtual program highlighting new and trending issues in civil le-

gal aid. The goal of the program is to share information with members on topics related to providing justice 

to low-income individuals.  

 

Select topics include “Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women,” “Marsy’s Law Update,” and  

“Civil Legal Aid for Incarcerated Individuals.” 

 

The program is $30, free for students, and will be submitted for up to 6 CLE and 1 EPR. To register, visit  

MarketPlace.  

 

By the Numbers: Client Protection Program  

 

Facilitate: We’re Helping the Public Access the Legal System 

 

 

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/store/products/cle-seminars/friday%2c-april-26%2c-2024/c-25/c-78/p-34845#product-detail-description
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At a Glance: Lawyer Referral & Information Service (LRIS) and Customer Service 

July 1, 2023 to Present  
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Madison West High School bested Shorewood High 

School in the final round of the Wisconsin High 

School Mock Trial Tournament on March 3. They will  

compete in the national competition May 2-4 in  

Wilmington, Delaware. Read more about the  

tournament in InsideTrack. 

  

Mock trial is a rewarding experience for both  

students and lawyer volunteers. To volunteer, visit 

wisbar.org/mocktrial. 

  

Mock Trial Season Ends in a Barnburner 

 

 

WORT FM 89.9 Friday Buzz Host Andy Moore spoke to Madison West High School Mock Trial team 

captains Ari Blehart, Brynn Ronk and Caleb Ellenberg, and attorney-coach Kendall Harrison on  

Friday, March 15. Madison West captured the state championship on March 3. Listen to the 10-minute 

interview here. (Photo: Elliot LeBrun, WORT) 

https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/InsideTrack/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=15&Issue=6&ArticleID=29654
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/InsideTrack/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=15&Issue=6&ArticleID=29654
https://www.wisbar.org/mock_trial/Pages/Volunteers.aspx
https://www.wortfm.org/madison-west-high-school-state-mock-trial-champions/
https://www.wortfm.org/madison-west-high-school-state-mock-trial-champions/
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Helping the Public Understand Legal Issues  

Know Your Legal Rights is a bimonthly legal newspaper column written by State Bar members and  

distributed by the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.  
 

 

 

Educating the public about legal 

issues is one of the purposes of 

the State Bar as an organization. 

Media placements also allow the 

State Bar to showcase members as 

leaders, emphasizing the value of 

hiring lawyers and their  

contributions to the communities 

they serve. 

 

Click on any of the photos read 

the articles. 

 

To date, three of the four stories 

have generated 69 placements in  

newspapers across the state, and 

they have run countless times 

online.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facilitating and Promoting Media Coverage 
 

The State Bar was involved in the following media stories: 

 

WSAW TV, Wausau: “New Laws Aim to Protect Judges,  

Wis. State Bar Publishes Safety Guide” (Atty. Dean Dietrich) 

 

WAOW TV, Wausau: “Governor Signs Bills Aimed at  

Protecting Judges” (Atty. Dean Dietrich) 

 

 WTVO, Madison: ‘”We are Seeing a Spate of Violence Governor                      

 Evers Signs New Bills to Protect Judges” (Atty. Jaya Schrma) 

 

WORT FM, Madison: “Madison West High School State Mock Trial         

Champions” (Atty. Kendall Harrison) 

 

 

 

 

https://wnanews.com/category/wna-member-content/know-your-legal-rights/
https://www.wsaw.com/2024/03/28/new-laws-intended-protect-judges-wis-state-bar-publishes-safety-guide-legal-professionals/
https://www.wsaw.com/2024/03/28/new-laws-intended-protect-judges-wis-state-bar-publishes-safety-guide-legal-professionals/
https://www.waow.com/news/top-stories/governor-signs-bills-aimed-at-making-law-enforcement-safer/article_bcd9167e-ed51-11ee-a6e2-9f0af8c226fb.html
https://www.waow.com/news/top-stories/governor-signs-bills-aimed-at-making-law-enforcement-safer/article_bcd9167e-ed51-11ee-a6e2-9f0af8c226fb.html
https://www.wxow.com/news/we-are-seeing-a-spate-of-violence-governor-evers-signs-new-bills-to-protect-judges/article_568e2364-450a-5f51-a0d2-5dd9e177afe0.html
https://www.wxow.com/news/we-are-seeing-a-spate-of-violence-governor-evers-signs-new-bills-to-protect-judges/article_568e2364-450a-5f51-a0d2-5dd9e177afe0.html
https://www.wortfm.org/madison-west-high-school-state-mock-trial-champions/
https://www.wortfm.org/madison-west-high-school-state-mock-trial-champions/
https://wnanews.com/2024/02/28/custody-crossroads-balancing-religious-beliefs-in-family-court/
https://wnanews.com/2024/02/15/legal-considerations-for-co-parents-in-the-digital-age/
https://wnanews.com/2024/03/26/what-do-to-if-you-have-been-arrested-in-wisconsin/
https://wnanews.com/2024/03/13/is-my-non-compete-enforceable/
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New Social Media Civics Campaign 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The State Bar aids the courts in educating the public about the legal system. To this end, Public  

Relations has created a new Civic Connect public information campaign encouraging people to become 

poll workers. Plans also include information on election laws, the branches of government, and the justice 

system.  If you see future posts, please feel free to share. Questions? Reach out to Mike Wiltse, public rela-

tions manager. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mwiltse@wisbar.org?subject=Civics%20Campaign
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Promoting Public Understanding of the Law: Wisconsin Law Foundation 

Every Member, Every Year 

The Wisconsin Law Foundation is once again highlighting the “Every Member, Every Year” campaign to 

support and expand our mission and work. Be sure to look for the donation line on your annual State Bar 

membership dues renewal invoice. 

 

The slogan is simple. We are asking every member of the State Bar of Wisconsin to make a  

contribution of any amount to your Law Foundation at least once every year, no matter the amount. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past donors have made a significant impact, and with the annual support of all 25,000 State Bar members, 

we can continue to meet growing demand.  

 

Our efforts are ambitious. Your ongoing support is crucial in extending our reach and bolstering these  

essential programs statewide. 

 

Please join us by committing to make an annual contribution – in any amount. With the support of  

Every Member, Every Year, we can strengthen our impact for years to come. 

 

Ways to Give 

• include a donation on line 9 of your State Bar dues statement; 

• donate online at wisbar.org/wlfdonate; or 

• use your phone camera to scan the QR code below: 

 

To scan the code, open the camera app on your phone, then point the camera at the QR code and a  

banner will appear. When you tap the banner, it opens the donation webpage on WisBar.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civic Understanding Leadership Development Access to Justice  Diversity and Inclusion 

Your Annual Donation Supports Four Key Areas 

http://www.wisbar.org/wlfdonate
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Donations, Challenge Grants Expand Leadership Development Opportunities 

Two generous matching challenge grants are bolstering the G. Lane Ware Leadership Academy 

fundraising campaign to raise critically needed funds. 

 

• Attorney Kevin Lyons, a Wisconsin Law Foundation board member, is pledging to  

     match every donation, up to $20,000. 

 

• Ruder Ware, in honor of its longtime former president Lane Ware (also a State Bar Past  

      President) is providing a matching grant to all donations made by individual firm members.    

     The firm has a long history of leadership and support of both the Wisconsin Law Foundation     

      and State Bar of Wisconsin. 

 

Originally aiming for $16,818 to our endowment by March 

31, these generous matching challenge grants may not only 

help the Law Foundation meet the goal, but hopefully  

surpass the goal, allowing further support for programming. 

 

The  State Bar of Wisconsin program focuses on identifying 

up and coming leaders in the legal profession, and providing  

the skills, resources, and connections needed to step into 

leadership roles in their communities and local bars, as well 

as the State Bar. 

 

The next Executive Director Report in June will include a full 

report on the success of the campaign. 

 

We extend our gratitude to all donors and encourage those 

who haven’t yet contributed to consider donating to our  

permanent endowment. Any amount you give will be greatly 

and deeply appreciated.  

 

To donate, visit wisbar.org/wlfdonate, or use the QR code 

below.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://marketplace.wisbar.org/Browse-All/WLF-Donations
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Providing Ethics Guidance 

The Ethics Program provides guidance regarding Wisconsin’s Rules of Professional Conduct for Attorneys. 

Ethics Counsel delivered four presentations, Feb. 7-29, 2024, including: 

 

• Conflicts of Interest Basics 

• Ethics Update 

• Ethics of File Maintenance 

• Grievances: What to Expect and How to Respond 

 

Ethics Counsel Tim Pierce wrote a February column for Wisconsin Lawyer,  “Dilemma: Charging  

Electronic Payment Fees”  

 

On Feb. 6, 2024, the Standing Committee on Professional Ethics issued “Wisconsin Formal Ethics Opinion 

EF-24-01: Recording Others without Disclosure or Consent.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice411: Guiding Law Practices with an Eye on the Future  
 

 

Practice411™ continued supporting members through virtual Practice Management Roundtables where 

Practice Management Advisor Brent Hoeft provided the group with a recap of the practice management 

tools and technology presented at the ABA Techshow held April 2-5, 2024, in Chicago. Read more in  

InsideTrack. 

 

The Law Office Management  

Assistance Program Advisory  

Committee met in March. Hoeft  

reported to the committee on  

activities of the program as well as 

plans for the upcoming months. 

 

 

Cultivate: We’re Planning Together for the Future 

Practice411 continues to offer  

confidential member consultations. 

Consultations related to Non-

technology Practice Management 

made up the most frequent  

consultation category at 72%. 

https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=2&ArticleID=30237
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=2&ArticleID=30237
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=3&ArticleID=30295
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=3&ArticleID=30295
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/InsideTrack/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=16&Issue=5&ArticleID=30316
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Presentations 

• Ethical Considerations of Technology in the Law Office (Paralegal PINNACLE) 

• Cybersecurity in the Law Office: Updates, Reasonable Precautions, and Technology  

      Competence (Paralegal PINNACLE) 

• Ethics of Generative AI in the Law Office 

• Oil & Water? Weighing the Risks and Benefits of AI Through the Lens of Legal Ethics  

 

Articles 

• “Practice Management and Legal Technology Trends to Watch” (Wisconsin Lawyer)  

 

About Practice 411: The State Bar’s Practice411 Practice Management Program helps lawyers improve 

their efficiency and effectiveness in delivering legal services and implementing systems and controls to 

reduce risk and enhance client relations. It provides members with resources and support in  

managing their law practice. 

 

WisLAP: Advancing Mental Well-being in the Legal Profession 
 

 

 

 

The Wisconsin Lawyers Assistance Program (WisLAP) 

continues the vital work of supporting lawyers in 

monitoring to help them remain licensed, collabo-

rating closely with the Board of Bar Examiners and 

the Office of Lawyer Regulation. 

 

Articles 

• “Health and Wellness in the Legal Profession,”  

      (Just the Facts Law Student Newsletter) 

 

Presentations 

WisLAP delivered continuing presentations on trau-

ma-informed mental health and lawyering topics to: 

 

• Dodge County Bar 

• Milwaukee Bar 

• Sheboygan Bar 

• Milwaukee Association of Family Lawyers  

• Madison Area Paralegal Association 

 

Additional WisLAP Activities  

• Completed data collection on a workplace wellbeing survey at the Dane County District  

     Attorney’s Office.  

• Finalized the program for “Mental Health Literacy for Lawyers” scheduled for May 31 at the State 

Bar Center in Madison.  

• Work on our new blog, The Lawyer’s Journey, launching in May during Mental Health  

     Awareness Month.    

 

 

 

 

https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/WisconsinLawyer/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=97&Issue=2&ArticleID=30243
https://www.wisbar.org/aboutus/forlawstudents/Documents/Newsletter/February%202024%20Law%20Student%20Newsletter.pdf
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New Translation Page Facilitates Legal Understanding Across Languages  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The State Bar of Wisconsin’s new translation page serves as a valuable resource for individuals who speak 

languages other than English written in their native language. It offers several features: 

 

• Google Translate Integration: Users can translate website content from English to their preferred lan-

guage using Google Translate. 

• PDF Translation: Guidance is provided on translating PDF files related to legal documents. 

• Browser-Specific Instructions: Users can learn how to translate web pages using different browsers. 

• Word and Office Translation: Instructions for translating text within Microsoft Word or Office applica-

tions are also available. 

 

In essence, this page aims to break down language barriers, making legal information more accessible to a 

diverse audience.  
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